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The American dream of equality, freedom, 

liberty, justice and life must be more than just 
words. It must be a promise to all Americans, 
regardless of race, gender, place of birth, dis-
ability, sexual orientation or gender identity, 
nationality or religion. 

Together, we can continue the unfinished 
work of creating a more perfect union. 

f 

HONORING LOGAN RODGERS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Logan Rodgers. 
Logan is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 708, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Logan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Logan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Logan has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Logan Rodgers for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
on roll call no. 51, due to inclement weather, 
I was unable to vote on H.R. 361, Medical 
Preparedness Allowable Use Act. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Yea. 
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TRIBUTE TO MARJORIE ANN 
SHARP 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Marjorie Ann Sharp, 
a woman of great faith and an instrumental 
leader in Indiana’s Wayne County Council. 

Marjorie was a loving and devoted wife to 
her husband of 62 years, Karl. Together, they 
were the proud parents of three children, five 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. 
They were also my friends. As active mem-
bers of the Central United Methodist Church, 
Marjorie and her family valued their faith and 
were diligent leaders within the Richmond 
community. She served for an impressive 16 
years on the Wayne County Council and, fur-
thermore, became the first female to serve as 
President of the County Council. 

Today, it is my privilege to honor the life of 
Marjorie Ann Sharp. My thoughts and prayers 

go out to Marjorie’s family during this difficult 
time. May God comfort those close to her with 
His peace and strength. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE AWARE 
ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, 
along with my colleague and co-chair of the 
Congressional Animal Protection Caucus, 
MIKE FITZPATRICK, I am pleased to introduce 
the Animal Welfare in Agricultural Research 
Endeavors, or AWARE Act. This bill would en-
sure that farm animals used in agricultural re-
search at federal research facilities are in-
cluded in the definition of ‘‘animal’’ under the 
Animal Welfare Act. 

A January 20, 2015 front page article in the 
New York Times, ‘‘U.S. Research Lab Lets 
Livestock Suffer in Quest for Profit: Animal 
Welfare at Risk in Experiments for Meat In-
dustry,’’ examined horrendous abuses at the 
U.S. Meat Animal Research Center in Clay 
Center, Nebraska. In the last 30 years, over 
half a million animals have been housed at the 
center. The center’s experiments have in-
cluded experiments to increase the number of 
twin births in cows and expand the litter size 
of pigs, without consideration of animal health 
impacts, and trying to breed ‘‘easy care’’ 
lambs that are born in open fields without 
human assistance—all with horrifying, and 
often unsuccessful results. 

At least 6,500 animals are known to have 
starved to death at this facility alone. Unknown 
numbers have died from negligence such as 
easily treatable infections, exposure to bad 
weather, or attacks by predators. In just the 
last 10 years, this single center has cost near-
ly $200 million with taxpayers footing the bill 
for this shocking abuse of animals. 

Appallingly, these animals are not currently 
protected under federal law. While the Animal 
Welfare Act ensures that certain minimum 
standards of humane care are required for 
federal and private research facilities, there is 
an exemption for farm animals ‘‘used or in-
tended for use for improving animal nutrition, 
breeding, management, or production effi-
ciency, or for improving the quality of food or 
fiber’’—from those basic protections. As a re-
sult, federal facilities like the U.S. Meat Animal 
Research Center don’t have to obey the Ani-
mal Welfare Act. 

This is why we are introducing the AWARE 
Act, which would close this loophole at federal 
research facilities. It is time that we step up to 
stop this horrible misuse of taxpayer funds. 
There is no reason that USDA agricultural re-
search facilities experimenting on farm ani-
mals should not be held to the same standard 
as federal research facilities that conduct life-
saving disease research with the same kinds 
of animals. 

This is a small step that this Congress can 
take quickly to show that we respond to ani-
mal abuse and that the federal government 
will lead by example. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,098,502,229,899.75. We’ve 
added $7,471,625,180,986.67 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.4 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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CELEBRATING THE 70TH 
BIRTHDAY OF JAMES GOODE 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the seventieth birthday of one of 
my distinguished and active constituents, 
James Goode of Farmers Branch, Texas. 

James has been a strong and hardworking 
member of this community for many decades. 
He has been an active role model and his ea-
gerness to be involved has resonated through-
out the area. He is Chairman of the Board of 
the Farmers Branch Chamber of Commerce, 
President of Carrollton-Farmers Branch Inde-
pendent School District Board of Trustees, 
and is active in his church are just a few ex-
amples of his involvement among his peers. 
James is someone who sets out and makes a 
positive difference in everyone’s life around 
him. 

James also served our country in the Navy 
for four years and earned his B.S. in electrical 
engineering from the University of Texas-Ar-
lington before settling down in Farmers 
Branch. His political involvement and strong 
engagement in the community provides a 
commendable example to others in the 24th 
district. As president of the school board, he 
exercises positive influence over the local edu-
cation system and his reliable leadership style 
has helped many and will help the coming 
generations of children learn and excel to the 
best of their ability. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
the seventieth birthday of one of my most en-
gaged constituents, Mr. James Goode. I ask 
all of my distinguished colleagues to join me 
in celebrating this milestone in his remarkable 
life. 
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CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 2, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from New Jersey, Congress-
man DONALD PAYNE, Jr., and the gentlewoman 
from Illinois, Congresswoman ROBIN 
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